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Excellence in Teaching—Alternative Education Award

2015 Nomination Packet

The Cortopassi Family Foundation (CFF) is proud to announce its Excellence in Teaching—Alternative Education Awards Program.  CFF wishes to recognize an outstanding teacher in a non-comprehensive high school, specifically a school that serves to educate students who have been unsuccessful in traditional school settings.  All nominees must work in non-comprehensive public or charter high schools in San Joaquin County.

The recipient will receive a $5,000 cash award from CFF, to use as he or she wishes. The school, in which the recipient teaches, will also receive a cash award of $5,000, to be used for the enhancement of its program.

The Excellence in Teaching —Alternative Education Awards Program will recognize an exemplary teacher who motivates at-risk students to give their personal best, in pursuit of a high school education, and who inspires students to continue their educations beyond a high school diploma.

Eligibility

In order to be eligible for consideration, nominees must:

· Be excellent classroom teachers.

· Teach for at least two years in a non-comprehensive public or charter high school (grades 9-12), in San Joaquin County.

· Be full-time classroom teachers, during the 2014-15 academic year.

Past winners are not eligible, but principals/directors are encouraged to re-apply on behalf of previous nominees.

Nomination Procedure

Teachers may be nominated only by their current principals/directors.  The Nomination Forms and three Recommendation Forms should be submitted to the Cortopassi Family Foundation, 11292 N. Alpine Road, Stockton, CA 95212, ATTN:  Carla Donaldson, or emailed to: cff.nominationpacket@aol.com.  The application deadline is 5:00PM Friday, January 30, 2015.
2015 Timeline:

· January 30:  

Deadline for submittal of completed nomination package

· February 11:  

Finalists Announced

· February 28:  

Finalists Interviewed

· March 2:  

Recipients Announced

· April 28:
 
Awards Dinner at the Brookside Country Club, Stockton
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Excellence in Teaching—Alternative Education Award

(For Teachers Working With At-Risk Youth in Non-Comprehensive Schools)

2015 Nomination Form 

(To be attached to Recommendation Forms)

Nominee Information

Teacher’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Teacher’s School: __________________________________________________

Teacher’s Email:_____________________________________________________

Number of years of  teaching experience:__________________________

Current Teaching Assignment Information

Grade Level(s): _____________________________________________________

Subject Area(s): ____________________________________________________

Nominating Principal/Director Information

Principal’s/Director’s Name: _______________________________________________

School:  _____________________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________

School Phone Number: ______________________Fax:  _________________________

Principal’s/Director’s Signature:  __________________________________________

Application deadline:  5:00PM Friday, January 30, 2015

Mail to:  Cortopassi Family Foundation, 11292 N. Alpine Road, Stockton, CA 95212--- 

OR email to cff.nominationpacket@aol.com.  For questions concerning the nominations 

call Carla Donaldson at 209-481-1054, or email the above address.
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2015 Recommendation Form

The recommendations are an integral part of the nomination package.  One recommendation must be from the teacher’s current principal/director.  The other two can be from another administrator, a colleague, a student, a parent, a department chair, or members of the general public who have first-hand knowledge of the teacher’s work.

Name of Teacher: _____________________________
  School: _________________________

Name and title of individual completing this recommendation form:

Name: _____________________________________  Title:  ____________________________

Please read the statements that follow and consider to what extent the nominee demonstrates the qualities described. To maintain the integrity of the award, only teachers who consistently engage in these best practices should be nominated.

· Demonstrates excellent classroom management and organizational skills.

· Varies instructional strategies to meet individual student needs.

· Works effectively to differentiate instruction, as appropriate.

· Communicates high expectations to all students.

· Works with students to gain their trust and change negative attitudes about school.

· Helps students to understand the relevance of education and to experience success.

· Uses assessment to inform instruction.

· Demonstrates passion to serve at-risk students.

· Inspires and motivates colleagues to give their personal best for the students.

· Finds opportunities to extend learning beyond the classroom.

· Continues to grow professionally.

· Works beyond contractual obligations.

· Communicates effectively with administration and parents.

After reflecting on the above practices, on the following page, elaborate on the three that you believe are the most responsible for the nominee’s success in creating positive student outcomes.  Please include specific examples.  If you prefer, you may attach a word-processed document instead of using the form.  It should be double spaced and no longer than one page.  All recommendations are strictly confidential and will be viewed only by the Cortopassi Family Foundation screening and interview committees.
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· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

Signature______________________________________  Phone Number___________________

For any questions or additional information, please contact Carla Donaldson at 209-481-1054 or via email at cff.nominationpacket@aol.com.  Nomination deadline:  5:00PM, Friday, January 30, 2015.




